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lying upon any other foundation : for if they were
real, and actually performed, how can they then be
lying? but if promised to be performed, and not
done; or said to be really performed and done, but
were not, then they are indeed lies, or lying won-
ders ; and take them which way we will, I doubt as
before, and leave my masters, the Jesuits, to bring
his holiness off their own way.

But I come on upon modern time too fast; his-
tory demands that we advance by just degrees, and
to that purpose I must look a little more particu-
larly into the antiquity of these things. Satan, to
give the Devil his due, did not manage with so
little dexterity his first acquaintances with man-
kind, as to suffer his secret methods to be disco-
vered and detected, or his instruments to be
exposed: on the contrary, he put innumerable
wonders upon mankind, acted with inextricable
stratagem and art; from which dexterity, and the
difficulty of explaining his management, the com-
mon operations of his favourites obtained the sanc-
tion of devilish; and the art they used, obtained
the honourable title of Black ; and this, according
to my title, is what I am now to describe.

The world was now so much improved in know-
ledge, that, as I hinted above, nothing new could be
started, but a miracle was presently inquired after
to confirm it; and he that could do the most emi-
nent things of that kind, was the most famous in
their opinion. Mopsus was a southsayer, and said
to be the son of Apollo: he was in such credit and
esteem in his time, that it grew into a proverb, to
be as infallible as Mopsus.

This Mopsus meeting one Chalchas, a man like-
wise eminent in the same devilish profession, they
fell into dispute about some things relating to their
art. Mopsus asked Chalchas how many figs such a
wild fig-tree, as he pointed out to him, had upon it;